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Dedication 


Quite some time ago, back in the ’70s, the people at ABC 
television in Chicago learned of a handful of youngsters in high 
school there who were living an openly gay life and decided to 
make a documentary of them. The camera followed them 
about through a typical day, then at the end the interviewer 
posed one last question, “Would you, if you had the choice, 
rather have been heterosexual?” They all laughed heartily and, 
throwing back their heads, chorused 

“NO-O WA-AY!” 

It is to those plucky kids that I dedicate the following, in 
hopes that they may come across these words and find in them 
descriptions of their present selves. 
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My earliest fantasies around sex at puberty were intensely 
spiritual, because as I was still a child the cosmic rush and flow 
of sexual energy encountered no obstacle to dam its channels. 
Sex came like sunrise, filling my life to its horizons. Movies and 
tales had given me no adequate preparation, for they were 
almost all heterosexual. The few scathing references to fags 
and queers were so concerned with condemning gay sex that 
they could only add mystery and challenge of danger to the 
enchanting realm | had entered. 

But soon enough I encountered the devil and I eagerly 
embraced his lies. By guile and seduction, I extracted from 
others praise and gratification and fatuous self-esteem. Soon, 
the world I had created, where I dealt with others as though 
they were objects, grew cold. Repeated successes only deep- 
ened my ennui; power and wealth and sex by easy conquest 
added glittering ice to the frozen monument to ego I had made. 

I saw at last that [ must walk away, empty and alone from 
a world that was valueless to me. Then one appeared who 
offered me undemanding love and was willing to wait until I 
could become able to grasp how such love can be. Through his 
example I began to sense its meaning, and I sought to revive in 
myself a distant spark, all that I had left, of my boyhood 
dream. Over years I became able to sense how | had missed a 
branching in the road where my spirit had wanted to turn, 
when my own survival needs had been met, to see those same 
needs in another, and to care. Then | realized the truth that had 


lived in the boy, who had drawn no line between himself and 
the one he loved, and I turned at last to my lover in recognition 
of what he had offered me. 

Hand in hand we walk, as wing tip to wing tip our spirits 
roam the universe, finding lovers everywhere. Sex is music. 
Time is not real. All things are imbued with spirit. 


Who are the Gay People and 
What are they Like? 


First, | want to make clear that | am using the term Gay to 
refer to homosexuals who, on realizing that they turn naturally 
to others like themselves for sex and for love, have come 
eventually to acknowledge and to welcome the fuller implica- 
tions of their way. Also, as Gay people tend to dislike being put 
into categories of any sort, including being called Gay, I want 
to emphasize that I use Gay to mean precisely those who have 
firmly resisted being forced into one or other of the two catego- 
ries that are thought to comprise the whole human race, Lastly, 
| wish no one to think that when I impute certain qualities to 
Gay people I deny them to others. What I hope to show is how a 
syndrome of interwoven talents and traits make up a strongly 
distinctive Gay nature. In this I draw especially upon the 
Radical Faeries. These are Gay people who gather together to 
explore the many dimensions of Gay consciousness. The state- 
ments about Gay people I make here are in large part a distil- 
late of Faerie wisdom. 

I think that the best way to begin to tell who the Gay 
people are is to tell who they are not. They are not men and 
women. I am using the words man and woman to refer to the 
social constructs. To Gay consciousness a “man” is a stereo- 
type, typified, for example, by John Wayne or Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and adhered to more or less faithfully by any 
number of our uncles or dads or brothers. If you are a man, 
there are lots of prohibitions you must accept. There are words 
you must use very sparingly or not all; there are ways of 
standing and walking and motions of the arms, hands, and 


body that you must avoid at all cost as they would brand you 
instantly. You must never weep; indeed, about the only emo- 
tion you may show freely is anger. There are subjects you must 
not show even a slight interest in: poetry, ballet, fashion, body 
adornment, any field of thought appropriate to women, and so 
on. There are things you must show heartfelt dedication for: 
competitive sports, making money, hunting and fishing, busi- 
ness success, fame, dominance, and so on. Any boy who shows 
enthusiasm for interests not sufficiently connected with being a 
man is at once suspect. He probably will be dubbed a “sissy” at 
the least sign of deviance and if he persists, a “fag.” He may be 
subjected to great pressure, including violence, to pull him 
back into line or to keep him subordinated as one who is “less 
than male.” His life can be hell up through high school, but he 
may spring back to his natural form when freed from peer- 
group pressures at long last. 

Feminists have written eloquently of the kind of repres- 
sion a woman, especially a Gay one, is made to undergo. Much 
of it is as coarse and blatant as that imposed on men but more 
of it is insidious and equivocal, making it even more difficult to 
get out from under. I have no doubt that the obstacles overcome 
by a Gay woman in reclaiming her true self are beyond any- 
thing I know, and I love my Dyke friends especially for their 
rock-firm independence of mind and heart. 

Refusing to be products of the man/woman-making 
machine, Gay people must undertake to create themselves. 
Having no models to imitate, Gay people are free to adopt 
what they like from among the many ways there are to be. They 
search everywhere for promising leads, and, like spiritual mag- 
pies they take what they like from any system of religion or 
philosophy without feeling obliged to take the whole of it. Gay 
people continue to work on themselves all their lives, moving 


from stage to stage, growing in spirit, living in change, and 
rejoicing in being themselves. 

But what of the society within the walls of total confor- 
mity? Who are these “men” and “women” in whom sponta- 
neity is displaced by machine-like ritualizations? They 
represent specializations evolved over eons under selection 
pressures both biological and social that have shaped them into 


Having no models to imitate, Gay people 
are free to adopt what they like from among 
the many ways there are to be. 


forms that assure their acceptance in tribal society and access 
to the resources of the group. For the male the archetype is the 
hunter-warrior, specialized for killing and for conflict. For the 
female the archetype is the bearer of young, specialized to 
nurture and preserve. Today, the hunter wrests bounty from 
nature by ruthless exploitation of natural resources, while the 
warrior carries weapons of absolute destruction. And the 
female, who is still expected to nurture and maintain, finds her 
powers as preserver mocked and overwhelmed. 

Looking at these types, a Gay person of today asks why, in 
a world so polluted, so overpopulated, and in such grave 
danger of annihilation, since alternatives are still available for 
study among tribal people surviving in parts of the world 
where Stone Age conditions still in part prevail, the ancient 
archetypes have not been carefully examined and their mean- 
ing embodied in new forms. He asks of the men why the powers 
and strengths of the warrior are not employed against the 
forces of genuine evil that pervade the world and why as hunter 
the man is not custodian of nature, protector and enhancer of 
her bounty rather than waster and destroyer. 


Since the Gay ones are by their nature directed away from 
heterosexual imperatives, it makes no sense to them to be 
specialized for a role in reproduction or for any role, for that 
matter, Why indeed are “men” and “women” necessary? Why 
cannot everyone simply release energy for the task at hand, 
guided by compassion and good sense? Gay people work in 
every field without feeling the need to form a personal identity 
from their work. To themselves, they are not defined by their 
occupation or family role or by fame or achievements. They 
conceive of themselves as pure consciousness active in a real 
world they help to create. 

The concerns of those who maintain the institutions of 
society and bear and raise the children are necessarily centered 
on self and projections of self. Gay concern is focused outward. 
The human capacity for love that shows itself in the devotion 
and self-sacrifice of those who bring forth young and provide a 
steady nest for them finds its expression in Gay people in 
service. Gays are overwhelmingly present in fields ranging 
from the most intimately personal to the most global in reach, 
with special emphasis on the spiritual. Gays function superbly 
as mediators, confidants and advisers, historians, poets, 
artists, philosophers, mathematicians, healers, and teachers, 
and in each of these fields they are typically innovators and 
explorers. 

What are they like, these Gay people? Well, the ones I 
know best are at ease with themselves and with others. They 
are merry and loving, gentle and open. They are not dogmatic, 
judgmental, domineering, argumentative nor manipulating, 
nor do they respond to others who may try to engage them at 
such levels. They are laughing people, and equally ready with 
tears. They are very bright and witty, and they love good talk. 
In talk they place no restrictions on the range of their voices, 
love to giggle, will scream with astonishment and pretend 


dismay or swoon with mock embarrassment, and they are 
constantly acting out and giving wicked impersonations. I have 
never heard small talk among them, and they are always ready 
for intensely serious discourse. They love digression and are 
masters at it, almost never failing to return to the main con- 
cern. They love theater, and they are marvelously responsive 
audiences. They find delight in being alive and have a tremen- 
dous capacity for enjoyment. 

They are great creators of fantasy, yet they strive always to 
be rooted thoroughly in reality. Life to them is for love and for 
play. They love non-possessively, with full regard for the whole 
being of another. They are ruled by their hearts as by their 
minds, and their first response to those they encounter is 
compassionate. Play means in Gay consciousness living every 
moment at its highest potential. For them the play of feeling 
and imagination is primary in all things, but a main thrust of 
their gift for creativity is expressed in what they call their 
projects. A project is something that one has dreamed up and 
has launched on its way to being realized. Most Gay people 
have several projects, with some on the back burner and one or 
more at any given time getting close attention. 

These traits and qualities that Gay people show may well 
be those qualities of human nature that all people have if they 
are not deeply identified with and constrained in roles. Roles 
channel the energy of impulse into rigid preformed pathways. 
People are drawn into roles to gain power, possessions, and 
predominance, where they spend their lives in struggling over 
these with one another. As outcasts, Gays have the opportunity 
to learn that beyond basic necessities possessions are burden- 
some and dominance is only a puffing of ego. If a Faerie values 
money it is because money is useful to pay rent and fund 
projects. Power to control others is odious to him, and showing 
off would be a tedious waste of time. He dislikes and avoids 


rivalry and competition and is as disdainful of authority and 
rank in others as he is to Jetting himself be blindly followed. 
Renouncing these “rewards” means that the Gays have no 
hidden intent in relating to others; they can be trusted. As they 
decline to compete, they are no threat. Yet their many gifts 
make them valued counselors to the powerful. This is why Gay 
people so often walk where angels fear to tread! 

A Faerie likes best to be among other Faeries, but every 
Faerie I know has a group of people who are not Gay with 
whom he shares an unbreakable bond. These are people of 
integrity and spirit whom he values and supports as they do 
him. A Faerie relates to others subject to subject so far as the 
others will meet him there. With children, animals, trees, and 


The spirit of the Gay people is very evident 
in these times when, because of AIDS, 
death walks among us with terrible insistence 
and asks his awful question, asks who 
-you really are. 


living things generally Faeries feel a close affinity. Faeries are 
most at home in a natural setting and they draw strength from 
nature. 

The spirit of the Gay people is very evident in these times 
when, because of AIDS, death walks among us with terrible 
insistence and asks his awful question, asks who you really are. 
If lam he who built up a pile of power, ego, wealth, and status, I 
know death will take it all, but if 1 have made myself of things 
eternal like beauty and love, truth and laughter, the best part of 
me will never die. The famous AIDS quilt is surely one of the 
most moving and spontaneous creations of a people ever seen. 
Each cell of the quilt emits a light deriving from the singular 


beauty and indomitable spirit of one person, and the conjoin- 
ing of seemingly infinitely many of these creates a field of 
surpassing beauty that glows of the tough yet tender love that 
makes of all Gay people one. The quilt celebrates the bursting 
through vast sadness of a light that death has been unable to 
smother. It affirms the great purpose that informed those indi- 
vidual lives and that will always be carried through, no matter 
what the pain, by Gay people: to be real, to be loving, and to 
reach for the best, the most joyous, and the deepest levels of 
experience that life can offer. 


The crown of Gay being is a way of 
loving, of reaching to love in a way that far 
transcends the common mode. 


Who are the Gay People? 
Where do they Come From? 


If gay people (with a small “g”) are those who turn in love 
and sexual yearning to people of their own sex, Gays are gay 
people of spirit who take seriously the verdict of their contem- 
poraries who reject them for being “different” and set forth to 
discover the joys and satisfactions of who they really are. 

The crown of Gay being is a way of loving, of reaching to 
love in a way that far transcends the common mode. This way 
of loving is based upon the deep understanding that one can 
have of another who is like oneself, of forming with another, 
subject to subject, an extended being whose wing spread is 
more than the sum of its parts. The Gay capacity for this way of 
relating derives from homosexual orientation, through which 
the “normal” principle of rivalry, conflict, and competition 
towards others of the same sex may be suspended and its place 
taken by erotic attraction. Conversely, Gays can extend deep 
love to others of opposite sex in friendship that, unclouded by 
the strain of sexuality, enables a Gay man with a woman friend 
to see her as she really is and with true appreciation of her 
value. Heterosexuality is cast quite otherwise, at least in its 
usual form, but women heterosexuals have said at times that 
they too aspire to this kind of love. By extension, Gays find it 
natural to extend subject to subject relating to all others who 
can respond in like manner. Walt Whitman based his hope for 
democracy on this kind of love uniting all citizens, and Jesus’s 
admonition to love your neighbor as (nobly) you love yourself 
seems strongly to suggest it. 

Every Gay person is unique, since each works to fulfill and 
develop the necessarily individual qualities every human being 
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possesses at birth. Nor that a movement of the spirit that is so 
radical is accomplished all at once or from the start with full 
grasp of its meaning. For many Gay people, if not most, this 
search entails great suffering, alone and without support or 
sympathy, against pressures directed against the very inner 
forces that for Gays constitute reach and growth. Their offer- 
ing of same-sex love alarms and distresses those for whom 
distance, competition, and conflict are the proper way of relat- 
ing. Their resistance to being shaped into man or woman of 
acceptable type arouses resentment. Because their respect for 
the being of others gives rise in them to a loving concern for 
animals, plants, and all living things, the “normal” practices of 
hunters and the unfeeling destruction of natural environment 
grieve them deeply. To survive physically, Gays must study the 
others and learn to imitate them; to survive spiritually, they 
must find a path that differs radically and learn to inhabit very 
different worlds, 

Gays set out very early to uncover the resources of the 
environment. While regular little boys are practicing to achieve 
skills in throwing and catching balls and little girls are learning 
to nurture dolls, Gays wander about in search of a wider 
world. Often they find resources in the opposite sex and its 
preoccupations. They test the various adults they have access 
to, and sometimes they find an aunt or uncle who senses that 
this one is somehow special and gives covert support. They 
soon learn that the old people are a great source of love gone 
a-begging. Nearly every one of us recalls a teacher who opened 
doors for us along the way. Sometimes a wise elder of the 
family, often a grandmother, would create space for the odd 
little one so intent on strange interests and undertakings. Over- 
whelmingly, it was to books that our adventure turned, and 
with what wonder and delight! Books not only opened a whole 
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world to explore, they revealed as well a great realm of cre- 
ativity: plays to draft the other kids to put on, poetry to speak 
and write, pictures to inspire great thoughts and deeds. 

Many Gay people remember childhood as a time of so 
much pain that they avoid trying to recall their early days; yet 
despite unending harassment it was then that they laid the basis 
for their eventual apotheosis, and it was then that they first 
showed the major qualities that characterize Gay people: the 
capacity for love radiating freely to people of both sexes and to 
living things generally, in a world that so often seems to delight 
in cruelty; the sympathy and knowledge that make Gays out- 
standing counselors and mediators; the refusal to accept 
rewards offered for conformity in place of the right to criticize 
and to explore the ineffably alluring world outside of bound- 
aries; the capacity to move without the approval of peers, to be 
unconcerned for “fitting in”; and the self-reliance and the 
independence of spirit that is the hallmark of Gay nature. 

The Gays are those who refuse to give up their childhood 
honesty and eagerness for experience. Not attracted by money, 
power, or status as rewards for conforming to mass mores, they 
devote their energies to their main pursuit, which I believe 
could be summed up as living life at its highest potentials. Gays 
spend the time mainly in creative activities. Their pleasure is in 
work, which for them is play, insofar as it is work on what they 
often refer to as their projects, and Gays are in fact remarkably 
gifted, often with talents in several different fields. 

When they stop to examine their relationship to the world 
around them, Gays are wont to exclaim, “I love being Gay!” 
Looking at the processes of the world as beings not immersed 
in it nor caught in its delusions, they find great amusement in 
the self-importance of the many, who are as unconscious of the 
source of their desires as they are of the inevitably frustrating 
outcomes of their actions. Gays feel they may call every belief 
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to question, move as the spirit beckons, for they answer not to 
presumptuous authority nor custom nor even law but only to 
an inner love and deep concern. As to authority and public 
opinion, remembering that their dream of love of their early 
years was deemed to be vile, they grant themselves perpetual 
release from obligation to these and unceasingly search world- 
wide for right ways of being. 

Best of all, to my mind, is the multidimensional freedom 
to love that Gay people claim as their right. One such love very 
special to them is the love for dear friends of the opposite sex. 
Equally wonderful is the bond they make with nongay people 
who have won their way to clarity of mind by struggles of their 
own and who join forces with their Gay friends in glad recog- 
nition. There is also the special delight of very many Gay 
people with children, whom they recognize as kindred souls, 
remembering what great need they had as children to be 


Gay people are divorced from reproduc- 
tion of the species to become agents of 
discovery of new ways of loving and of 

new freedoms of the human mind. 


allowed to grow in the ways natural to them. Gay people 
recognize that children are real persons and treat them so. 
Delightful beyond compare is the love that is possible for them 
with their chosen mates, love that values the true self of the 
other equally with oneself. For closest to every Gay heart is to 
be fully one’s very own true self. Love that honors this exulta- 
tion is ultimate fulfillment. 

In genetic terms, | feel that Gay people concentrate in 
themselves hereditary traits whereby humans, who tend other- 
wise to be rigidly conservative of their hard-won cultural 
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gains, are able to gain space in which to move in new directions 
and adapt old ways to new requirements and possibilities. But 
there is more than biology at work in this, we are more than our 
genes, for just as each of the arts is an instance of the breaking 
away of a human faculty from service to survival needs in 
order to provide means for expression of spiritual life, so Gay 
people are divorced from reproduction of the species to 
become agents of discovery of new ways of loving and of new 
freedoms of the human mind. 

Some gays deny that they are different, save in the one way 
which they, though few others, consider to be of small 
import—their homosexuality—but | believe that Gays are so 
very different from the mainstream as to constitute a distinct 
ethnic group. They have a language of their own and their own 
lively society with its distinctive ways and rituals. Their ten- 
dency is to be both critics and innovators and to be concerned 
with revival and with conservation of important cultural 
values. Their work in the world is highly valued albeit ill- 
naturedly received if they are known to be Gay. Their spiritual 
life suffuses all they do, They seek no guidance from authority 
but make continual reference to inner vision and insight. They 
dislike equally to be ruled by others as to be rulers themselves. 
These and many other shared traits constitute a vital bond of 
kinship for Gays, and they have deep need for the company of 
one another. Being too long in the regular world is for them 
spiritually exhausting. I think most Gay people show many of 
these qualities, and I have not met one who lacked them 
altogether. 

In the traditional life of the Zuni Indians, as Will Roscoe 
has shown, children that were seen to be different from the 
others in these ways were freed from the usual obligations 
assumed upon maturity and allowed to choose the fields in 
which they would make their own contributions, If our society 
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were to awake to its benefactors, Gay children would be given 
such freedom as a matter of course. If Gay people could be 
made aware early of who they are and what a unique destiny is 
theirs if they would grasp it, many more would find their way 
to realization of their special powers and responsibilities. 


~~ 
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Relating Subject to Subject 


“Relating subject to subject” is a talismanic phrase: it is to 
be understood intuitively, all at once. It is a paradox: for, as I 
am the subject of my life, then everything and everyone else 
must be an object, external to me, to be dealt with as best I can. 
How, then, can one, as subject, relate to another as also a 
subject? 

The world is organized with everyone as either actor or 
one who is acted upon; teacher to student, buyer to seller, 
doctor to patient, parent to child, man to woman, lover to 
beloved. The world’s way is to obtain what it wants on the most 
favorable terms it can get. What genuine love and selfless 
concern there may be in such relationships must find expres- 
sion from within such frames as | dominate you, you manipu- 
late me; or we bargain: I’ll give you this, you’ll give me that; or 
we follow rules as in good manners; or we wage war and win 
concessions from one another in battles; or we go by the golden 
rule: I’ll give what I hope to get from you. All the devices of 
possessive love. We are largely unknown entities to one 
another, and we must therefore remain guarded, separate, and 
essentially apart. It is not strange that philosophers take as 
given “man’s cosmic isolation in a cold, unfeeling universe.” 

The words “relating subject to subject” are a challenge to 
the assumption that we all must live forever in self-protective 
shells, from which to negotiate with others, subject to objects. 
To me they suggest that in my longing to come to a chosen other 
there need be no barrier. There must be a way for us to merge, 
yet preserve perfect individual identity and autonomy. 
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Harry Hay feels that relating subject to subject is inherent 
in Gay relating because our Gay yearnings to come together in 
loving linkages are not compromised in advance, or need not 
be, by the rules and customs of the world around us. We are 
attracted to our similars. Rivalry, love of competition, conten- 
tion, and domination are odious to us. Our care and concern 
are less focused on ego than on the larger sphere that contains 
ego and the world around us. And our readiness to take risks 
fits us to extend the trust that relating subject to subject must 
require. 

I see the work of creating a subject to subject relationship 
as having two parts. The first of these is to establish non- 
possessive love between us. This occurs when | am able to see 
that love is not just concern for my own good, that what I want 
equally if not more is all good things for you because | know 
how wonderful you are as a self-created being, and I feel that so 
fine a person must be protected and given space to grow in, As I 
come to know your heart, I see that your hopes and dreams are 
much the same as my own, and I realize how many struggles 
you have encountered that I have been through also. Especially 
for us who are Gay, no matter how different the circumstances 
of our two lives may be, I have been where you have been in the 
great encounters of Gay experience. I know the depths of your 
agony and the greatness of your victory, for they were my own. 
Now that I know who you are, how can I not love you! 

From this as a base, we can extend our explorations of one 
another’s minds and hearts, marveling at the extent and diver- 
sity we encounter in each other and delightedly discovering yet 
further regions of understanding, knowledge, and experience 
that we hold in common. Non-possessive love desires the good 
of the beloved, seeks to make space for growth in spirit, mind, 
and body for the beloved, rejoices in the strength and beauty, 
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the love of life, the uniqueness of the beloved, and celebrates 
these in joyous rituals of the body. 

But great as it is, non-possessive love is far from the goal of 
relating subject to subject. However much there is that we may 
be able to share openly and in complete agreement, there lie 
areas of intense concern in each of us unknown to the other 
that must be kept fenced off, for to encounter them unwittingly 
can throw us into fierce combat before we know what has 
happened, We are not safe and we must remain guarded as 
before, isolated, basically still apart and alone. 

The challenge is to find those areas where we are griev- 
ously at odds with one another. Here is where courage and 
honesty are needed and not just in willingness to admit that I 
may be wrong in one so firmly held opinion. The really radical 
step is to renounce this and all my one-sided opinions and 
convictions as such, for these are based on the notion that truth 
is served by choosing sides and engaging in conflict to defend 
one’s choice and to make it prevail. It is to see that one does not 
need to take sides at all, for nothing is certain. All we can know 
is that things have various degrees of probability of being so. 
True knowledge is a balanced grasp of the range of the many 
diverse factors that enter into every matter of concern. 

From this point of view, there is no need to defend any 
position, hence no danger in exploring unknown ground. 
Wherever we encounter contradiction we move to erase it 
through sharing with one another what each of us knows 
individually through experience, seeking further knowledge, 
and creating an understanding that we both can honestly own. 
Thus we replace our erstwhile convictions with shared knowl- 
edge, gaining a new view that is drawn from and is more than 
the sum of the diverse viewpoints of our separate perceptions. 
It is to create in every area of concern an overview in which all 
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relevant factors are seen in ratio of their true importance, all 
conclusions are tentative. 

Discourse between the two of us can never be argument 
because whatever pleasure there may be in ego games cannot 
compare to the joy of discovery, of affirming one another in 
this dynamic way. In our joint commitment to this procedure 
we find the safe harbor in one another that both had sought. 
Herein there are no excluded areas. Here we are free to explore 
and enjoy the richness of the contrasts and different reach of 
our separate selves, enjoy mock battles, share insights, soar 
together like the eagles that Walt Whitman evokes, relating 
subject to subject. 

Success in this is a great achievement. For each of us 
individually, such a transformation is a major avenue for spiri- 
tual growth, and sharing it enriches our love tremendously. 

A pair I knew met when both were very young. They were 
so swept up in their delight in one another that neither noticed 
that one had been raised in the North and the other in the 
South. One day one of them made a casual remark about the 
Civil War, at which the other at once bridled and the fur flew. 
They formed a truce: They would study the matter and show 
absolutely who was right! They bought important books, dic- 
tionaries, encyclopedias, and spent every available moment 
together in the search. Eventually it became clear to them that 
there was no answer to which was right, but meanwhile they 
had become deeply concerned to develop a full understanding 
of the reality of the War, Conflict was forgotten because eager- 
ness to grasp truth had displaced the need to prevail for them 
both. The pleasure they had in sharing the search and the 
insights they had gained deepened their love. Bur there was 
more. They each had come to realize how necessary to the 
understanding they sought were the point of view and the 
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intuitive reach of the other. It was as if their separate egos had 
combined in a greater entity which was the combination of 
their two selves. As they proceeded step by step to establish this 
way of relating in all aspects of their lives, their love reached an 
incredibly deep level and their appreciation of one- another 
became profound. 

Relating subject to subject is not limited to one’s relation- 
ship with a lover but in fact is applicable widely. Some people 
are ready to respond at this level, to at least some degree. An 
opening invitation to relate so might well be offered to all one 
may encounter. It will not be possible to establish it with 
everyone, since the tendency is so widespread for people to 
regard other people as objects. Greed, envy, ego inflation, and 
the like will block subject to subject relating; nor is it possible 
with people who have an investment in love of money or power 
or other ego enhancements. By the pure of heart, however, it is 
readily and joyously accepted, and when this happens there is 
the beginning of a love affair! 

I think this is the “adhesive love” that Walt Whitman 
hoped would be the cement of democracy. In 1983 some San 
Francisco Gay men decided to call the Faeries to a gathering. 
Some forty came together to work out the arrangements. They 
allowed four hours for their first meeting because they realized 
how very different they were and supposed that a long time 
would be needed for resolving conflicts, Quickly they realized, 
however, that instead of coming head on to one another and 
struggling for compromises that would please nobody, they 
could better place their differing views side by side and let the 
eagerness each felt to present his point of view serve to assure 
that all aspects of a problem would be thoroughly examined. In 
this spirit, the solution to each problem became quickly 
obvious to everyone. The meeting ended in an hour and left the 
remaining time free for the Faeries to enjoy one another. The 
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Radical Faeries now consciously set up subject to subject rela- 
tionship among themselves; it is an essential element to the love 
that joins them so effectively as a group and it makes possible 
their remarkable success in operating by full consensus in their 
decision-making bodies, including especially their great circles 
where as many as two hundred Faeries participate. 

The capacity for relating subject to subject is evidently 
inherent in our human species, perhaps derived from evolu- 
tionary forces acting powerfully upon our forebears when they 
lived in small groups and depended absolutely on close con- 
nectedness for survival. This was lost to us with the rise of 
individual consciousness. The consequent competitiveness and 
exploitation, now thought to have occurred in the late Stone 
Age, bequeathed us our truly dreadful propensity to violence 
and left us all with broken hearts. Now we have the power to 
restore the ancient universal love, this time in the full light of 
individual consciousness, and what a glorious prospect that 
presents! Many are the obstacles, some biologically rooted in 
the nature of sexuality, others historically established, for the 
generality of humanity, but we Gay ones, together with all 
others that share with us our disdain of conflict and domina- 
tion and our love that reaches beyond exclusive concern for self 
are living proof of that great possibility. A yearning for this 
kind of love lies deeply rooted in human nature, and I for one 
believe that it will one day be the way of us all, At that time the 
proper metaphor for our human condition will not be as one 
trapped in a fortress but, in a figure borrowed from physics, 
yourself as one in a sea of nodes in the infinite field of space- 
time, receiving radiant energy in many wave-lengths, trans- 
forming and reradiating this in turn to a myriad of others. 
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Sexuality and Spirit: 
The Meaning of Being Gay 


To be a Dyke or a Faerie is to have a way of loving that is 
not understood by people whose point of view is fixed in 
normal heterosexuality. Moved by desire, the “normal” het- 
erosexual lover seeks to come to terms with the object of his 
affection, and the outcome is determined by the response of the 
beloved, who is likewise looking to her own interests. This 
relationship is highly structured ritually, with the man as ini- 
tiator and the woman giving consent. Gay love from this point 
of view is scarcely tenable, and in fact it strikes many as 
outrageous since it violates the presumption that the only 
proper relationship between people of the same sex is rivalry 
and competition. To Faeries, locking eyes signals desire and for 
them the cock is a focus of yearning. For straight men, to lock 
eyes with another male is to signal fight; and in fight the cock 
figures in a symbol of rage and defiance: “FUCK YOU!” 

For me, as a Gay man, this of course makes no sense. Since 
I don’t share it, to me an eager readiness to fight and compete, 
which my straight fellows seem to regard as inborn, is not a 
necessity; it is a social expectation, a vestige of the struggle for 
survival persisting beyond the time of its usefulness to human- 
ity. In prehistoric times, during eons of development that cul- 
minated in the great brain and the birth of consciousness, 
relating subject to object assured the survival of the fittest. The 
forebrain developed in service to survival to provide the advan- 
tage of reasoned response in place of the acting-on-impulse of 
the old reptile brain. Drawing data from all the sense organs, 
correlating this data with remembered experience, the fore- 
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brain became capable of awareness and thought. As it began to 
be aware of its own nature and of its relationship of respon- 
sibility to the organism, it arrived at consciousness of itself as a 
being with emotions of care and concern, dedicated to aiding 
the survival of the organism. With itself established as a sub- 
ject, it looked upon all that is not self as objective reality, to be 
brought under its dominance. 

So successful was this development in meeting survival 
needs that it soon outstripped need and found itself with 
unspent energy and a continuing drive to fulfill its nature as 
protector and guide. If self fails to expand its area of concern 
beyond its own needs and remains at this level and simply 
continues to make more and more additions to means of 
survival, as for example in struggling for money, rank, and 
domination, it leaves spirit destitute and unsatisfied. It may try 
to satisfy its unconscious hunger with sensual gratification and 
with displays of self-importance, but the great need of the spirit 
is to expand its area of concern to embrace a larger region, 
within which self is a part of a whole larger than self, to “love 
(love as in to care about, be concerned for) your neighbors as 
yourself” and then to care about all living beings, including the 
earth itself. 

Although we may concede that our bodies including our 
organ of consciousness, our brain, are the outcome of natural 
selection, science has never been able to enclose in its net of 
selection-by-survival-of-the-fittest our consciousness, will, and 
purpose, nor can it deny the human spirit independent exis- 
tence. Even if the spirit is a by-product, if you will, of natural 
selection, it has cast off ties to its origin and is supremely real 
and free. Acts that give expression to human spirit are move- 
ments of the body divorced from service to survival needs. In 
dance, we move in ways far removed from running from 
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danger or in pursuit of food. In song, the voice soars not to give 
warning or avert attack, And love, which originated in service 
to reproduction and need for social cohesion, can inspire sacri- 
fice of life itself in service of a great cause. 

To Gays, it is obvious that, as many people are totally 
immersed in the familiar world of relating as subject to object, 
of which their sexual rituals are a central instance, they are as 
unaware of being so as fish are of water. Left stranded, as it 
were, at the level of consciousness prior to the birth of spirit, 
they act still in accord with “survival of the fittest,” in which 
each individual I, as subject, is in unrestricted competition 
with every other being as object. For people stuck in this point 
of view, relating subject to object, typified in romantic hetero- 
sexual love, seems immutably fixed in human nature and can 
have no alternative. 

People of same-sex orientation have always been spiritu- 
ally outside the mainstream of the social order, knowing them- 
selves to be in but not of the heterosexual majority. During the 
eons in which relating subject to object was the dynamic that 
permitted vast developments of adaptation and selection, 
working impersonally to bring into existence humankind of 
today, Gays have preserved a potential for the great shift that 
would be required when relating subject to object outran its 
usefulness, Now, in our day, the ancient mode has become a 
threat to all that has been built of mind and spirit, It could even 
bring about total destruction of us all as living beings, and the 
time has come for our potential to be actualized. 

The shift to relating subject to subject can begin in sexu- 
ality, for once it has been experienced in sex, it draws to itself 
more of life. Same-sex expression owes no fealty to subject- 
object pursuits which relate to reproduction and its require- 
ments. Its symmetrical uniting of bodies in sex is a cyclical 
harmony of attention and intention. Hence Gays who are not 
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afraid to lay aside convention and follow the guidance of a 
voice that speaks from a source within are free to move in this 
new way, and make of sex a gateway to spirit. 

We can make the jump in consciousness of relating subject 
to subject in sex by holding in mind the intent, in the words of 
Harry Hay, to “enjoy one another’s enjoyment,” providing 
feedback to each other by signs that freely express what we are 
feeling. This creative approach, done with imagination and 
sensitivity, quickly takes effect and soon has pleasure spiraling 
up to the level of ecstasy. As you make your pleasure evident to 
me, my joy in your pleasure mounts as J relate to you as to 
another me. Sensing this, you are pleased and seek to bring yet 
greater pleasure to me. The feedback and attention we give to 
each other teach us how to evoke fine levels of feeling and make 
us master lovers. 

Relating subject to subject, sex cannot be separated from 
love, nor love be separated from life. Indeed, freeing oneself 
from the habit of treating others as objects raises all of life to 
the level of spirit, where there is no longer reference to self- 
centered ego. A free, self-governing spirit is concerned with 
beauty, truth, and good equally within one’s self and in the 
world of which self is part. If | remember my lessons in religion 
correctly, this pretty much defines being a saint, a level ar 
which you will find Faeries and Dykes, no matter if they 
deny it. 


The steps that lead to relating subject to subject as a 
spiritual state must begin with attention to all that impairs 
individual survival, for to achieve a decent level of satisfaction 
of essential needs is the necessary first concern of spirit. It 
becomes possible to break free of being in subject to object 


25 


relationship with one’s own body through realizing that trying 
to mine sensation and appetite for pleasure is self-defeating 
and degrading. When thoroughly established in subject to 
subject relating, one exists in a limitless realm of spirit, explor- 
ing its depths and heights in love, in art, in communion with 
nature, in creativity. Sex and all sensuous delights then flow 
abundantly because their channels are clear. The heart’s con- 
cerns are no longer for self but for the far greater and more 
meaningful goal of growth in consciousness, will, and purpose 
of the Great Mother, nature herself, whose organs we are. 
Imagine how dynamic life would be in a world where 
everyone related subject to subject! No more loss of spiritual 


The feedback and attention we give to 
each other teach us how to evoke fine levels of 
feeling and make us master lovers. 


energy in conflict, everyone open to everyone in perfect trust, 
no more foolish and needless opposition to the flow of creative 
energy, the thrill of discovery and breakthrough a constant 
experience of everyone in every art. No need for locks and jails 
and the whole dreadful apparatus of the state. Children 
entirely safe and free to learn and grow; old people loved and 
their wisdom cherished. 

Impossible? Of course it is completely impossible from the 
point of view of relating subject to object. The reality of spirit 
is something we have only recently come upon, and the pull of 
the old reptile brain is still asserting itself. Once we come to see 
with undimmed eyes, it will become obvious that nothing at all 
blocks us from freeing ourselves once and for all from obses- 
sive concern with survival needs. When the leap is made, 
nothing could be more obvious and real than subject to subject 
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relating, and from that level, nothing could be more absurd 
than lapsing into relating subject to object. 

Some of us have experienced relating subject to subject in 
favorable surroundings, such as in work groups, retreats, 
Women’s Music Festivals, and Faerie Gatherings, and will 
recall the ecstasy we felt in the perfect linking with others of 
one mind that prevailed, This state is created when, having 
come together for a spiritual purpose such as love or a dream of 
achieving a great good, we shed our needless fear of one 
another and open our hearts in trust. At present, because we 
human beings have only recently and unevenly pressed ahead 
of our evolutionary development to claim for ourselves the 
realm of spirit, many of us may not be ready yet to make the 
shift. But if we are not snuffed out while lingering too long 
immersed in conflict, we shall one day all be related in this 
great new way to one another and to all living beings. Then, in 
the words of Karl Marx, prehistory will have ended and history 
will begin. 


— 
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Reasons Why Some of Us 
Call Ourselves Faeries 


1 
Faery is a term of abuse used against us, but we turn it 
around in order to defy our tormentors, making it a sign of our 
refusal to accept homophobic abuse, choosing to act like 
fairies, daintily fastidious, devoted to music, song, dance, and 
pretty things. 


2 
The term Faery has for us a certain malicious charm, not 
lessened by the fact that it makes straight-identified gays 
squirm and scurry. But the positive meanings in Faery really 
determine our choice of the word, It identifies us as a separate 
people, and the characteristics associated with Faeries aptly 
describe us. 


3 
Moreover, we ARE Faeries! We found this out when, as 
very little beings, we first learned of fairies, elves, and lepre- 
chauns from the Celtic tales, or of other similar beings from 
Asia, Africa, or wherever (since Faeries are part of everyone’s 
folklore), 


4 
Faeries are beings who are quite “other,” a feeling that is 
very much ours as Gay people. 


5 
Faeries are not concerned with rank, place, and privilege 
among the mortals, We Gays, too, feel as easy with king as with 
scullery maid. 


6 
Faeries are able to disappear and remain invisible, For 
early on in life, we Gays learned how to drop out of sight when 
necessary to escape the bully or just to be not there when things 
did not look good. We became familiar with little-known 
pathways and with cracks in the woodwork of time and place. 


- 

Faeries travel in bands, in which all are precious to one 
another, just as we boys, as soon as we were able to move out on 
our own, sought to find our Gay family, whom we cherish and 
are cherished by. 


A 
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8 
Faeries are known to have the power to change appear- 
ance. We Gays are masters of illusion. 


9 
Faeries are beautiful beings, and physical beauty, being 
commonplace with them, has no overweening degree of impor- 
tance. All share in beauty of soul, which glows in their eyes. 


0 

Faeries are natural beings. They are of the Mother, one 
with trees and owls and toadstools, ferns, and stars, and sunlit 
seas. We Gays, being oriented around the forces of generation, 
the seasonal forms, derive our primary spiritual energy from 
nature also. We are servants of the Mother. From early in our 
lives we respond to her rhythms and communicate with her 
beings. 
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11 
Faeries are known to be devoted to music, dance, song, 
and merriment. For sharing these inclinations, we call our- 
selves Gay. Laughter is our first language, tears our second, A 
music, as of bells, underlies our sense of engaging reality. 


12 
Faeries typically help mortals. In special ways, unexpec- 
tedly, unseen, they clear up situations or rescue people from 
difficulties. We Gay people often bring benefits to others, save 
them, or sacrifice something of ourselves for their sake, invisi- 
bly, not perceived or understood for what we really are. 


13 
Faeries are precious to children, and children are precious 
to Faeries, We Gay ones are products of neotony, the process in 
living beings that preserves the freshness and sweetness of 
youth against the rigidity and closedness of maturity. Children 
are precious to us as being real persons, and we are frequently 
aware that we attract them strongly. 


Mortals have left but scanty accounts of fairies, but one 
tale tells of a peasant who fell asleep on a fairy mound where 
the fairies chose to have a ball. They woke him for the festivi- 
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ties, then put him back to sleep before they left. Next day, when 
he looked about for signs of the beautiful vessels and lavish 
decorations he remembered, he found only a mushroom and a 
flower with a broken stem. The mortals were awed by this and 
called it an instance of “fairy glamour.” 

But as every Gay person knows, fairies pride themselves in 
the economy of means with which they work to create fabulous 
productions! 
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